temperature about 20

a.m. today; lowest, 42, at
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WEATHER.
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tomorrow;: cold wave tonight; lowest
degreea.
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WASHINGTON, D.

SIDES READY
BIG OFFENSIVE
ONWESTERN FRONT

Dutwardly No New Develop-
ments, But Allies and Ger-
fans Are Preparing,

ENEMY SHOCK TROOPS .
MASSING FOR ATTACK

Secretary Baker Reviews Operations
in All Theaters of War for Week
Ending February 16.

After extensive preparatioms, silently
Bnd systematically carried on, it is ap-
parent that both the Germans and the
gllies are ready for the long-expected
offensive in the west, Secretary Baker
of the War Department says today, in
his review of military operations for the
week ending Febrnary 16.

“While there have been outwardly no
new developments in the military situa-
tion in the west during the period under
review,” says the Secretary’s statement,
Fyet it is apparent that both the enemy
| and the allies, after the extensive prep-
arations which have been siléntly and
systematically carried on, are ready for
battle. The Germans have recently
withdrawn a nidmber of their veteran
west front units from the first line
tremches and are busily training them
in mobile warfare.

Hopes for Crushing Blow.

“According to advices received, the
German general staff hopes that by
massing a large number of these picked
hock battalions, which have been in-
?lnuvnly trained, they may deliver a
crushing blow.

*“The bulk of the German forces are
now assembled in the west. But™ a2

large number of these units are wholly
untrapined in the method of western
fromt warfare, which differs radieally
that conducted along other
fronts, Furthermore, the German
higher command realizes that their
will meet with far more diffi-
tactical obstacles than any hith-
encountered by an attacking army.
through was possible in Rus-
after the morale of the Rus-
been undermined; the same
in Italy, and we witnessed
the Italian Iline was

the week there has beén
ivity of a minor character
the entire western front.
has already been announced, in
e a segment of the line is en-
nder the control of our forces.
aur front patrol encounters were
rous. The Germans undertook a
our positions and succeed-
inflieting a few casualties. A
American patrol, while scouting
mo man's land was ambushed by the
nemy.

Americans in Artillery Duels.

“ *“The weather was very rainy during
the first part of the week and our
troops were busy manning the pumps
in an effort:to keep their trenches dry.
Later clear weather prevailed and hos-
tile aircraft made frequent flights to
reconnoiter our positions. A marked
improvement in our anti-aircraft bar-

rage is reported. Artillery duels took
place and the Germans showered our
lines with gas shells, which, however,
caused no casualties, owing to efficlent
Eas-mask protection.

“In Champagne units of American
artillery participated in an engage-
ment undertaken by French forces. The
operatiop was the most important of |
the week in the west. After very care-
ful artillery preparation, during which
our batteries co-operated usefully,
French infantry advanced to the as-
sault southwest of the Butte du Mes-
nil, along a front of about 1,400 yards.
‘The French, succeeding in penetrating
the German positions, broke through
the second and reached the third Ger-

yman lne. During this brisk attack

the French destroyed many enemy
shelters, inflicted much damage to ene-
my poeitions, besides bringing back
150 prisoners,

Other Successful Raids.
L

“Other successful raids were under-
taken by French detachments in the

vicinity of the Chemin des Dames, east
of Rheims, in upper Alsgce and else-
where. In all the French drove for-
ward twelve very fortunate reconnais-
sance undertakings along different parts
of the line.

“German units were also active. Their
fattempts to reach the French lines were
temporarily successful in the vicinity
of Bezonvaux and in Alsace. However,
saven German raids at wvarious other

ints broke down. French artillery |

3 ept the enemy constantly engaged’'
along a widely scattered area.

*The British front was also the scene
of numerous minor engagements. No
fmportant actions took place, and the
enemy, who evidently was buey with
the grouping of units and disposing|
freeh forces, recently arrived from!
other theaters, in the front line, under-!

took only such reconnoitering engage- |
ments as to familiarize the new units |
with the nature of the terrain in front |
of them.

Activity on Other Fronts.

“In the Italian theater the enemy has
A&gain assumed an aggressive attitude.
*“*The concentration of an important
= body of German cavalry in the vicinity
of Riga is noted, and it is believed that
the Germans may find it expedient to
advance on Petrograd. The Russian
contingents are evacuating the Ar-
menian centers south of the Black sea,
which are being reoccupied by Turkish
detachments. Trebizond will probably
soon fall into Turkish hands.

“It is important to record that large

contingents of Arabs are joining the
forces of the Sheik of Mecca, who is co+
operating with the Eritish.
_ “The Arabs have defeated the Turks
in two encounters, occupied El Mazreh,
southeast of the Dead sea, and are ad-
vancing along the Hedjaz railway to-
ward Maan.™

ENGINEERS OF ENGLAND
REJECT MAN-POWER PLAN

LONDON, February 20.—The Amal-
gamated Bociety of Englneers, accord-
ing to & statement issued by the sec-
mthe society, has rejected the

r t's man-power proposals by
votes. The figures were: For

]
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$4.200,000 10 BUY .
OLD ARLINGTON SITE

Favorable Committee Report
on House Bill for Treas-
ury Offices.

608,000 SQ. FT. ARE ADDED

Representative Frank Clark of Flor-
ida, chairman of the House committee
on public buildings and grounds, favor-
ably reported today the bill authorizing
the Secretary of the Treasury to ex-
pend $4,200,000 for the purchase of the
site and the fireproof building being
erected thereon of the old Arlington Ho-
tel property, on the west side of Ver-
mont avenue between H and I streets
northwest.

It is intended that the Treasury De-
partment shall finish the main building
by October 1 and the annex by Febru-
ary 1, to provide needed office space
for various bureaus of the Treasury
Department. \

The report of the committee says “not
only is this apace urgently needed by
the Treasury Department, but we are
convinced that the terms under which
it is proposed to convey this property
to the government are exceadingly ad-
vantageous both with relation to value
and the shortness of time in which the
building will be available for use.”

Adds 608,000 Sq. Ft. for Offices.

The new building will provide a total
of 608,000 s=quare feet of office space
and will be a *substantial, fireproof
building with three stories under
ground and a superstructure ‘of ten
stories and an attic The outside ap-
pearance will be in harmony with the
generzl plans of government buildings
aie approved by the fine arts commis-
sion.™

In touching upon rental charges the
report says ‘it is utterly useless to con-
sider renting space in the District for
the use of the department, for the very
simple reason that investigation has
shown no space is available. If suitable
buildings could be rented it would not
be economical at figures now placed
upon them by landlords. One landlord
recently informed the governmental de-
partment that after July 1, when an
existing lease expired, the government
must pay $3 per foot per annpum.”

Will Save $104,289 in Rents.

As the Treasury Department is now
paying $104,289 per annum for office
rent in this city, and as the proposed
building will accommodate all the ac-
tivities of the department, the commit-
tee figured that this rental will be

saved when the new building is occu-
pied.

It is intended to use the mew office

byilding for housin & f

of the war risk imgrggon_ .‘9.'3
us

a portion of the internal revenue force,

the report points out. The war risk
insurance bureau at the is
occupying four differefit in
various parts of the city, whi¢ch mili-
tates seriously against the efficiency of
the force and jeopardizes the safety of
important récords and documents. In
giving some idéa of the immensity of
the work of this bureau the report
Ec:lnts o;t thnhalrudy eleven hundred
ousan applications for ins
have been made. B

Ten Billions of Insurance Ahead.

It is estimated that soon the bureau

will have: issued about $10,000,000,000

of insurance. The committee empha-

sizes the fact that a permanent build-

ing is desirable, becauyse this-bureau

will exist and do business for many

years after the close of the war.

The committee points out that this
new bullding, togther with the Treas-
ury annex, construction of which will
soon be begun, will accommodafe the
entire force of the war risk bureau and
the entire force of the bureau of in-
ternal revenue, and thus release in the
main building of the Treasury Depart-
ment considerable space which is badly
needed by the divisions of loans and
currency, the registrar of the Treasury
and the treasurer of the United States

the work of each having been Iargei:'r
increased on account of the issuance of
the liberty loan bonds. The income tax
operation will also tremendously in-
crease the amount of work required of
the internal revenue bureau, and will
necessitate a very large increase of the
number of employes.

CONDOLENCES FROM CHINA.

Cable Message Regarding Loss of
Life by Sinking of Tuscania.
Gen. Tuan Chi Jul, chairman of the
Chinese war commission at Peking,
has cabled to Secretary Baker of the
‘War Department condolences for the
sinking of the Tuscanial) He also ex-
presses his profound admiration “for
the heroism and discipline” displayed
by the "“gallant American soldiers in
face of imminent danger” He adds
that “the incident can have no other
effect than further uniting the whole
American nation in a more determined

manner to prosecute the war to a
sv.i«‘c;s_srul itssue.:h
n his reply to the message Sec

Baker assured the Chine:e sta:::;::;
that “distressing though the loss has
been, it steels us to the sacrifice that
will insure the successful conclusion
of our common cause."”

Named Member of War Mission Here
MONTREAL, February 20.—Ross H.
McMaster, assistant general manager

of the Steel Company of Canada, has
been appointed a member of the Cana-
dian war g:lsslon at Washington.

Cunard Line’s New Building.
NEW YORK, February 20. — The
Cunard line plans to build a ten-story
office building, to cost between $10,000,-

000 and $15,000,000, as its permanent
American headquarters.

Montana Ratifies Dry Law.

HELENA, Mont., February 20.—The
Montana legislature yesterday ratifled
the federal prohibition amendment.

Confesses to Murder of Priest.

BRIDGEPORT, Conn., February 20—
Michael Schramm of this city last night
confessed to the murder of the Rev.
Father Edmond Kayser of Gary, Ind.,
on the night of August 24, 1815,

Tomorrow, Have a
Wheatless Meal and

3T470; againatl |

CAPTAL TRACTON
CAR MEN PETITION

Motormen and Conductors Ask
40 Cents an Hour—0Others
Increase of 5 Cents.

HIGH COST OF LIVING
GIVEN AS THE REASON

J. H. Cookman, Business Agent of
Union, Believes Company Will
See Justice of Request,

Employes of the Capital Traction
Company today submitted to the com-
pany a petition for»a flat rate of 40
cents an hour for motormen and con-
ductors and an inerease qf 5 cents an
hour for barnmen and switchmen.

After he had delivered the petition to
George E. Hamilton, president of the
company, J. H. Cookman, business agent
for the carmen’s union said:

“Things look very favorable. We be-
lieve the company will see the justice of
our requests, but in any event, there
will not be a strike.r The men will live
up to their agreement and submit the
matter to arbitration if they cannot
reach an agreement with the company.”

Wage Scale in Agreement.

The wage scale for motormen and
conductors at the signing of the agree-
ment last year was as follows: First
vear, 25 cents an hour; second ¥year,
3534 cents; third year, 26 cents; fourth
and fifth, 27 cents; sixth, 28 cents, and
seventh and thereafter, 30 cents. In Oc-
tober the company voluntarily added
two cents an hour to each of these
classes.

Under the increases granted in Oe-
tober switchmen now TrTeceive 2Z15
cents an hour and barnmen 20 cents
an hour. The petition submitted today
also asks that whenever a conductor
or motorman is detailed to instruct a
new man, he be paid 3 cents an hour
above the flat rate of 40 cents an hour.
The petition aslys that the increases
take effect March 30.

After reciting the increases asked
for, the statement submitted to the
company concludes:

. Statement to the Company.

“We feel that it is scarcely necessary
for us to argue with you the neces-
sity of this increase, since the last
wage was adopted, which at that time
was not sufficiently high to meet the
cost of living then prevailing. Since
that time the cost of living has so in-
creased that it is not possible for us
to maintain the standard of American
living a=s now prevalls in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and coftinue to work
for the wage we are now receiving.
*We would ask that you give this
matter -consideration at your earliest
convenience and notify us when our
eommittee can meet with you for the
purposs of conferring on this subject
as the agreement provides."
Supplementing this statement, Mr.
Cookman pointed out that the majority
of the men make an average of $75 a
month, taking into consideration the
four days & month which they must lay
off to enable the extra men to work.

Not Living Wage, He Says.

“This is not a living wage, with the
present prices prevailing in Washing-
ton,” said Mr. Cookman. “Ordinary la-
borers are making 35 centg an hour.”

Mr. Cookman also referred to the
great amount of hauling which the
bringing of thousands of war workers
to Washington has thrown on the street

car companies.

“The men are working harder than
they ever did,” said Mr. Cookman, “and
are co-operating with the company to
handle the great crowds now in the
District. This has thrown a great ad-
ditional strain on the men, for it is a
strain to handle a car in Washington
now."

The petition submitted to the com-
pany was agreed upon at two meetings
of the men held yesterday.

COLD WAVE DUE TONIGHT

Decrease of Forty Degrees in Tem-
perature Forecast by Weather
Bureau,

A cold wave will strike Washington
tonight, with a decrease in tempera-
ture of 40 degrees -from the maximum

registered today according to the
weather bureau, which flashed cold
wave warnings along the Atlantic
coast.

A cold wave is now moving over the
central states from the Missouri val-
ley, the weather bureau warned. Sharp
drops in temperature will be registered
in all sectiong east of the Mississippi
n

river, particulacly the lower lake
region, Tennessee and the east gulf
states.

“Fair and colder tonight and Thurs-
day” read the weather bureau's offi-
cial forecast. The lowest temperature
tonight will be around 20 degrees, it
was said. The maximum reglstered this
morning was 61, at 5 o'clock. The mer-
cury declined rapidly, dropping 11 de-
grees from 5 to 11 o'clock.

There was a small precipitation this
morning. Rain-fell between 4 and 7
o'clock. The change of the forecast

was said by weather officials to be due
to a disturbance over the upper Mis-
souri vwvalley.

STURTEVANT SEAPLANE
SHOT DOWN, SAYS ENEMY

Admiral Sims advised the Navy De-
partment today that the American sea-
plane in which Enslgn Albert Dilion
Sturtevant, U. B..N. R. F., was lost is
claimed by the enemy tp have been

shot down in flames. Ensign Sturtevant
was second pilot in the machine,
“Apparently this machine was at-

tacked by'ten enemy planes,” the dis-

FOR RAISE N PAY

from rainy to fair and colder weather|!

YEGGMEN ATTEMPT
T0L00TP. 0. SAFE

Foiled by Deputy Sheriff at
Hyattsville, Who Exchanges
_Shots With Gang.

Yeggmen cracked the safe in the post
office at Hpyattsville shortly after 4
o'clock this morning, but were driven
off by Deputy Sheriff Garrison before
they obtained any loot.

The deputy sheriff engaged in a pistol
duel fromt his bedroom window with
the cracksmen. He thinks he wounded
one of the three safe blowers, who was
carried to an automobile in which‘the
trio escaped. f

' .
The deputy eheriff’s home is near the
post office, and Mrs. Garrison Wwas
awakened by some one walking in the
yard. Just as she had called her hus-
band a muffied explosion was heard in
the post office. Garrison opened his bed-
room window and, seeing a light in the
post office, began shooting through the
rear dor of the building from the win-
dow.

Garrison emptied the chambers of his
revolver. and the yeggmen replied with
a fusillade of shots, several' of their
hullets lodging in the rainspout below
the window from which the depiity
sheriff was firing.

One Is Heard to Moan.

One of the night prowlers was heard
to moan as he was being carried to the
waiting machine, and Mrs. Garrison
heard one of them say:

“Come on, John; let's get away from
here,”

Charles Randall, colored, who runs =
shoe-repairing ehop Just opposite the
rear door of the post office, said he saw
three men come from the front of the
building and pass directly in front of
his window. Randall says they were
white men. He said he did not care 1o
take a chance against three men on a
safe-blowing mission. “But,"” he added,
“if T had thought to have grabbed my
old trusty Winchester, believe me, boss,
there would have been something doing
about that post office.”

After the duel with Garrison, Ran-
dall says, he heard one of the men call-
ing te “John™ to “hurry up and get
away,” and he is certain the man was
wounded. Before Garrison could reoald
his pistol for a further attack the auto-
mobile had disappeared, going in the
direction of Baltimore. 3

Rntrance to the post office, which is
on the Washington-Baltimore boule-
vard, was gained by forcing open the
rear door. Several blankets were taken
from a wagon nearby. These, together
with two coats belonging to the
“yeggs,” were used to deaden the sound
of the ‘explosion. The coats, blankets
and a number of tools used in the job
were left behind in the hurry of the
burglars to get away. One of the coats
was purchased from a department store
in Washington.

The entire right-hand : -+ of the safe
was demolished, the heavy cement lin-
ing being blown away. The interior
compartments had not been opened. In
these were valuable papers, but no
money or stamps.

Miss Mary W. Tise, the postmistress,
puts the cash and stamps In banks at
the cloge of each day's business.

Charles H, Saffell, an inspector from
the Post Office Department, was on the
job early this morning and said - that
the work was done by professionals. Po-
lice in Washington and Baltimore have
been asked to watch for the yeggmen.

| I BIG GERMAN STRIKE

IS BEING ARRANGED

By the Associated Press.

LONDON, February 20~The
German independent socialists
are arranging for a demonstra-
tive strike in the munitions fae-
tories of the ire, i
March 1, according to Informa-
tion received frem Berlin and
forwarded by the Amsierdam
correspondent of the Exchange
Télegraph Company.

STRAPHANGERST0 G
CHANCETO VOIE K

D. C. Car Line Passengers Will Be
Given Opportunity to Express
Views on Skip-Step, Etc.

Washington street car. patrons will
be gjven an opportunity to express
their views about "skip-stops" at a
public hearing to be held by the Public
Utilities Commiesion March 5.

The Capital Traction Company has
agreed to the suggestions of John A.
Beeler, traffic expert, for the elimina-
tion of certain stops on its lines, and
the Washington Railway and Electric
Company has approved the recom-
mendations for that system, .with one
or two exceptions, which are to be
made the subject of special studies by
Mr. Beeler. !

It is nmow up to the public to say
whether it wants approximately 600
stops, as proposed by the traffic expert,
abolished in the interest of speeding
| up service and relieving congestion. It
| will be given an opportunity to say
exactly what it wants at the March &
hearing.

Representatives of both street rall-
way companies conferred with the Com-

minsi?ners today in regard to Mr. Bee-
ler's “skip-stop” plan. They believe it
not only will lead to a big improvement
in service, but will make possible a
considerable saving in coal.

The Commissioners went to the Cap-
itol again today to explain District es-
timates for the coming fiscal year, and
the chances are that their presence will
be required there throughout the weei.
This is delaying their preparation of
the report on the street car situation
called for by the Senate resolution
|pasged recently. t alwo is delayinz a
|decision on the gas company rate in-
‘erease application. Both the street car
report and a verdict in the gas case
are looked for early next week,

GERMANY MAY SEEK
PEACE WITH FLANDERS

AMSTERDAM, Febfuary 20.— Com-
menting on an article printed in the

Rhelnische Westfalische Zeitung,
which declared that Belgium had
ceased to exist as a state, and ad-

vocating a separate peace with Flan-
ders, the independent socialist news-
paper, Leipsic Volks Zeitung, says that
doubtless the German government is
"working in this direction.
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HEAR PRISONERS. -
WILL JOIN GERMANS:

Russians Circulate Rumors
Teutons Will Be in Petro-
grad in Two Weeks.

[ By LOUIS EDGAR BROWNE.
Cablegram to° The Evening Star and
Chicage Dally News. Copyright, 19158,

PETROGRAD, February 15 (delayed).
—Wild rumors are circulating in Petro-
grad that the Germans will be in pos-
session of the Russian eapital within
two weeks and that- large hoards of
rifles and ammunition secreted in this
city will be used by the 40,000 prisoners]
concentrated here when the great day
comes and co-operation between the
eastern armies of the central powers
and the Austto-German priscners In
Russin becomes désirable. The Soviet
ridicules this point of view, declaring

that the Austro-German prisoners are
complete bolghevik converts. :

Yesterday German officers and
soldiers taken in the war left Petro-
grad for Dvinsk on their way to Ger-
many via “no man's land.” Of -these
men 90 per cent are unfit for future
military service.

.A'ppeal to’ German Soldiers.

When the German peace delegation at
Brest-Litovek obstructed the proceed-
ing recently Leon Trotzky threatened
to drop 2,000,000 pamphlets on the
German eastern front, informing the
German soldiers of the Russian point
of view. He made good this threat.
Ensign ' Krylenko, commander-in-chief
of the Russian army, signed a proc-
lamation which was printed in German
and is néw being distributed on the
whole front. Tt reads:

"“German_ Soldiers: Russia offered Ger-
many a democratic peace. Your mili-
taristic autocracy refused it and intends
to remove you from the comparative
safety and tranquillity of this front for
the purpose of feeding you to the French
and British cannon on the western front.”

Every political element in Russia is
vitally interested in the maneuvers in |
southern Russia of the forces commanded |
by Gen. Alexieff. Cadets, monarchists and |
conservative and reacflonary factions
hope, against their better judgment, that
Alexieffs army will prove the force which
will release the country from maximalist
rule. The bolsheviki, for the first time
scenting a real counter revolution, are
mas=ing their strength, hoping for a quick
and decisive decision in the initial en-
counter.

Gen. Alexieff’s army is beseiging
Voroneszh, which is continguous to the
Don Cossack country. His force con-
sista of twenty-seven regiments, with
;artillerymen, and 300 guns, making the
total strength 30,000 men. The largest
part of his army is made up of former
officers, who, driven to desperation by
the existing order of things, are now
serving as common soldiers.

Organizing Force of 100,000.

This morning’s reports declare that
Gen. Alexieff ia co-operating with Gen.
Kaledines' Ukraine forces, the co:
objective being "the ejection ofmg]ocir:
shevik influences from south Russia.

The soviet’s hasty endeavors to.or-
ganize a force of 100,000 men under
Ensign Krylenko indicate uneasiness.

Petrograd is hourly receiving wild re-
ports that Gen. Alexieff's forces, like a
snowball, are rapidly growing, but the
bolsheviki declare that Alexieff is with-
out sgufficient ammunition for a long
campaign.

GREAT BRITAIN SPENDS
! $31,920,000 A DAY

LONDON, February 20.—Andrew
Bonar Law, chancellor of the exchequer,
Ispeaking in the house of commons to-
day, said the average daily expenditure‘

during the four weeks énding Feb
116 was £6,384,000. bt

ORDERED TO CO-OPERATE,

Army Commanders and Red Cross to
‘Work Jointly for Soldiers’ Comfort.

Full co-operation between Army com-
manders and the Red Cross was ordered
today by the War Department so that
everything possible for comfort and
‘welfare of troops may be done.

Officers are ordered to inform troops
of the presence of Red Cross represent-
atives and their willingness to help sol-
diers or their families.

° The order was promulgated to relieve
the anxiety and to sustain the morale
of soldiers worried about their families

at home and to promote the comfort
and well being of thoee families. Red
Cross representatives are authorized to
be attached to each base hospital to

PEACE WITH RUSSIA
BUT.ON OUR TERM,
5 GERMAN STAND

Von Kuehlmann Says Teutons
Must See That Order Pre-
vails in East.

ARMIES OF THE KAISER
CONTINUE THEIR ADVANCE

Renewed Strife Not Popular in Aus-
tria and Germany—Slavs Will Con-
duct Guerrilla Warfare,

By the Associated Press.

PETROGRAD, February
20—Gen. Hoffmann, the
German military representa-
tive at the Brest-Litovsk
peace conference, has tele-
graphed to the bolshevik
government for a written
authentication of the Rus-
sian wireless peace message
sent yesterday to Berlin.
Gen. Hoffmann, according to
a Russian official statement
given out today, says that
the authentication must be
sent - to the German com-
mand at Dvinsk.

The Russian official state-
., ment says that a messenger
from Petrograd is being sent
to Dvinsk today with the

original - peace message,
which was signed by Pre-
mier Lenine and  Foreign
Minister Trotzky.

By the Associated Press.

AMSTERDAM, February 20.—“We ean
no longer believe in the pacific inten-
tions of Russia and must see that peace
and order prevail in the occupied re-
gions of the adjoining countries,” Dr.
von Euehlmann, the Germam foreign
minister, declared in addressing the
reichstag msin committee yesterday.

The forelgn minister said he hoped
Germany's new war with Russia would
strenglhen the inclination for peace at
Petrograd.

“Even today,” he added, “we are pre-
pared to conclude a peace which cor-
responds with our interests.™

The foreign secretary read the wire-
less dispatcit from the bolsheviki an-
nouncing tHat they found it necessary
to sign a peace agreement on the terms
dictated by the central powers. He said
he would like to warn the members of
the reichstag main committee against
the belief that peace with Russia was
in their pockets, adding: "Peace with
Russia will have been arrived at only
when the signatures on the treaty are
dry.”

Von Kuehlmann said the conduct of the
Russian delegates at the ptace negotia-
tions at Brest-Litovek and in particular
that of Leon Trotzky was without prece-
dent in history. With his last declara-
tion, the foreign minister declared, M.
Trotzky atiempted to extricate himself
from a position which had become un-
tenable.

Germans Continue Advance.

By the Associated Press.
BERLIN, February 20, via London.—
German forces on the Russian front
vesterday advanced to the northeast
and sast of Dvinsk, the German war
office announced today.

The text of the statement reads:

“Eastern theater: On both sides eof
the Riga-Petrograd railway the Rus-
sian positions were crossed and we ad-
vanced twenty kilometers beyond the
line which had been our front. *Feeble
resistance on the part of the enemy
near Inzeen, north of the railway, soon
was broken.

“Our division pushed on from Dvinsk
to the northeast and to the east.

“Between Dvinsk and Lutsk they ad-
vanced on wide sectors. Divisions
which pressed forward beyond Lutsk
are marching on Rovno.

“Prisoners to the number of 2,500,
several hundred guns and a great
amount of rolling stock fell into our
hands.”

The official communications issued by
the German war office last evening said
that from Riga to as far south as Lutsk
German armies were advancing east-
ward to Russia.

New War Not Popular.

LONDON, February 20.—Germany's
new war against Russia apparently is
not popvlar with the German or Aus-
trian penple, according to comment in
the pressy of the two countries.

When the Brest-Litovsk negotiations
elosed all talk in Germany was of
peace., The school children were given
a holiday and joy bells were rung. The
public apparently did not discriminate
between peace with the Ukraine and
with Great Russia, but acclaimed it as
a general peace with Russia.

George Bernhard in the Vossische Zel-
tung emphasizes this point and wants
an explanation of who was responsible
for this disappointment. The socialist
Vorwaerts takes the same line and says:
“The more we meddle in Russaian. af-
fairs the more we get away from peace.
What must be done is to stick to the
defense of our own soil and to make
peace wherever possible without annex-
ation or forcible amputations."

Austrians Also Alarmed.

A large section of opinion in Austria-
Hungary also is alarmed over the pros-
pect of a renewal of war with Russia.

Dispatches from Amsterdam and

Zurich quote Austro-Hungarian news-
papers to this effect, and a Vienna dis-

.| patch to the Vossische Zeitung reports

a rising feeling against Germany on ac-
count of her action against Russaia.
The Neue Freie Presse and the Reichs.
ost argue that as Austria-Hungary no
onger has any enemie= on her eastern
frontiers she is not called to interfere
in Russian internal affalrs. The Ar-
beiter Zeitung, Vienna's leading social-
ist newspaper, insists emphatically that
Austria-Hungary must not take part’in
s new offenzive.

Guerrilla Warfare Planned.

furnish emergency suppl mt;
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warfare is to be Russia's method of op-
posing Germany, should that nation in-
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STIL AT 0DDS ON
1. LABRTANGLE

Chairman Hurley, Builders and * |
Leaders of Workers to Hold
Meeting Today. s

STRIKES DECLARED OVER,.)
BUT ISSUE UNSETTLED |

President of Carpenters’ Brothers
hood Asserts He Will Not Leave =
Dpen-Shop Decision to Board,

Apparently as far apart as ever, snd |
having reached no points of agreemenmt }
at last night's copference betweem
Chairman Hurley of the shipping board, ;
William L. Hutcheson, president of the i
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joinarsg |
Charles Piez, general manager of the
Emergency Fleet Corporation; Samuel «*
Gompers and members of the Shipbuild- ! §
ing Labor Adjustment Board, uo“*;:.
conference is being held this afternoonm  *
in the effort to straighten out the tangle 3
between the carpenters and the goverm- -
ment. | i

Although strikes of carpenters ens
gaged on shipbuilding work in easterm 1
yards came to an end Monday, nothing
has been accomplished as yet tomv
prevention of further troubles.

At last night’s conference Hutchesol
refused to leave the gquestion of &
closed shop to arbitratipn or to the @e=
cision of the labor adjustment :
asserting that he had no power o
autherity to sign any agreement m
ing other than shipyards operated L 2
the government direct that did nof
bnfhrg the closed shop principle.
insisted that before the gove
held the carpenters to the open
principle it should take over all =k
vards and eliminate profit taking
private interests. If this were done,
said, the carpenters would be willl
to work on any terms the governm
might prescribe.

Shipyards Get $7.

“On every $100 paid the carpentsss
by shipyards,” said Hutcheson, :
shipyards themselves take $7. This
what the carpenters object to.
strikes are &fr, 'I’::tlz‘t the rg::mtu? it
is not sett € ca 1
that they have the right to chooss
men with m ;hey -;mmlmm‘ h

1o ng .
Situation to crush the

.

wy
.

-

unions.
“We are not fighting the gove

and we are not trying to obstruet €
shipbuilding pr ; but we are fig
ing the shipbuilder. If the gove am

would take over the yards the
tion would settle itself.”

The fact that other union heads haw
agreed to leave the settlement of &l
differences to the adjustment board W
pointed out at the conference,
Hutcheson declared he had no au
ity to sign any such an agreement
the carpenters, if it would take
them their constitutional rights.

Hoover Makes Appesal.

Food Administrator Hoover., in g
statement today, called on
ship workers to enroll in the p
service reserve. No amount of -
creased food production, decreased
use or food substitution and sa
| will help unless tonnage for 'm
food across the Atlantic is aw

e said: ¢

“My anxieties about ships are no
numerous and various than those
food itself. Hence it is with the ut=
most earnestness that I indorse the
idea of creating a voluntary reserve of
men from which the man power neces=
sary to solve the great problem of
ning can be recruited as rapidly as £
can be used. For every army of fights =~ |
ers there is necessary a much larger
army of loyval, eager men devoted to
the maintenance of the fighting unit
Oge is as essential and truly patriotic
a service as the other. So by all means
let us enroll a voluntary reserve COTpW
of men from which the necessary man
power for the shipyards can be
cruited.”

AGAIN QUIT WOREL

! -
More Than 800 Longshoremen and
|  Dock Workers Renew Strike. ~ -
NEW YORK. February 20.—More than
9500 longshoremen and dock workers
employed by the Southern Paclfio
Steamship Company here failed to re-
port for work this morning, renewing
a strike which was under adjustment
!by the shipping board’s labor adjust=
ment board.

+ According to officials of the company
the men quit work again today
cause the adjustment board had not <1
vet announced its decision on their de-
mands. The men had been back st
work since February 11, when they

called off the original strike to awalt
the adjustment board’s action.

AMERICANS ON LEAVE
HOUSER AT CHAMBERY

PARIS, February 20.—A detachment
of American soldiers going on leave In
the department ef Savole are housed .
in the town of Chambrey, where the |
Young Men's Christian Association has.
leased three casinos and a theater for :
their amusement. Later other men olj
leave will be sent to Challes Les-Eaux. i
The first arrivals, who are located ipi
Aix-Les-Bains, are having a s=pl
time mountain climbing, boating,
ing, taking automobile excursions
attending concerts and theatricas
which professional performers
been employed.

A committee of American women
gaged in Y. M. C. A, work has
taken to launder and mend the clo
of the soldiers, which are badly

as a result of trench duty.

Thirty states and twelve n ; :
are represented in the first two con
gents of American troops to arrive
Savoie.
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Gen. von Kusmanek in Viemns, ™™
AMSTERDAM, February . 4
Hermann von Kusmanek, com
of the Austrain garrison which
‘Tended the Galician fortress of F
mysl up to the time 1
to the Russians in March,
arrived in Vienna after three




